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Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 10, 13 and 14 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 10, 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sasaki et al. (US Patent # 5,034,804) in view of Takagi (US Patent # 5,319,416). 

[Claim 1] 

Sasaki et al teaches a digital camera (figure 6a and 6b) comprising a photometry device (19) for 
performing photometry to output photometry values (col. 4 lines 26-34, col. 6 lines 19-44); 

an imaging device (26) for imaging a subject, to output image data representing an image 
of the subject (col. 4 lines 14-25). 

an exposure control device for controlling an amount of exposure in said imaging device 
on the basis of the photometry values outputted by said photometry device (col. 4 lines 26-34 
teach that upon half press of the shutter, the diaphragm 22 is controlled by the control circuit 24 
according to the measured amount of the incident light by the exposure sensor 19 and col. 4 lines 
38-57 teach when the shutter is fully pressed an image is captured. It would be obvious that the 
image is taken according to the value of the diaphragm set during the half press of the shutter) ; 



Application/Control Number: 09/678,328 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2622 

an image file create device for creating an image file for each of imaging by said imaging 
device, containing the image data outputted from said imaging device and data representing the 
photometry values, the image file create device creating the image file; and a recording control 
device for recording the image file created by said image file create device on a recording . 
medium (e.g. figures 9e and 10, col. 8 lines 42-55, col. 9 lines 1-35 teach a file being created on 
a memory card 15 representing image data and exposure values). [ The exposure value and the 
image data shown in block number 1 1H in figure 9E in the same recording device and portion is 
being read as an image file. A file is defined as a collection of data stored and dealt with as a 
single, named unit. Sasaki teaches block 1 1H showing exposure values and image data stored 
within a single unit]. 

Sasaki teaches an exposure sensor 19 to measure the amount of incident light but fails to 
teach if this photometry device is used for performing photometry for each of the sections 
obtained by dividing an imaging area into a plurality of sections to output photometry values 
including the identification numbers that specify each of the sections. 

However Takagi teaches an imaging device (figure 2) having a divisional photometry 
section (figure 3) that performs photometry by divisional photometer element 1 la to 1 lh 
arranged in correspondence with the divisional photometric areas, Fl to F8, of a photographic 
frame. The divisional photometer elements 1 la to 1 lh perform photometry on photometric areas 
Fl to F8 respectively. The reference numeral 12 converts photometric signals form the 
photometric elements 1 la to 1 lh into photometry values E(n) (n=l to 8, in the units of BV) and 
stores these photometric values E(l) to E(8) into the AE output memory 20 (col. 3 lines 32-49). 
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Therefore taking the combined teachings of Sasaki and Takagi, it would be obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to have used a 
photometry device for performing photometry for each of the sections obtained by dividing an 
imaging area into a plurality of sections to output photometry values including the identification 
numbers that specify each of the sections in order to provide an exposure calculation device for 
cameras that is capable of calculating a correct exposure for a principled object in a back-lighted 
or front-lighted condition as taught in Takagi (col. 1 lines 41-45). 
[Claim 13] 

Sasaki teaches that the amount of incident light is measured by exposure sensor 19, and control 
circuit 24 controls diaphragm 22 according to the measured amount of incident light (col. 4 lines 
31-34). It is very well known in the art that the diaphragm is used to control exposure and 
therefore reads on wherein the output values of the photometry device are directly used to 
determine an amount of exposure, 
information 
[Claims 10 and 14] 

These are method claims corresponding to apparatus claims 1 and 13 and are therefore 
analyzed and rejected based upon apparatus claims 10 and 13 respectively. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh K. Aggarwal whose telephone number is (571) 272-7360. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5:30PM. 

5. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571)-272-7304. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

6. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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